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Observations on the Roles of Family Support Centers :
Connections with Children’s Extracurricular Activities

Family Support Centers are membership organizations in local communities. The centers
coordinate and match up people who need help in childcare with those who are willing to
help. The centers’ original purpose was to look after children, but more time is spent for pick-
up services for children who go to extracurricular activities. This research studied Family
Support Centers in N City particularly with regard to children’s extracurricular activities, con-
sidering that the roles that the centers play have been changing. As a result, Family Support
Centers play an important role for dual-income families, and the system for dropping off and
picking up children for extracurricular activities are dependent on market mechanisms, which
will be an issue that needs to be solved in the future.
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