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Children’s Words and Behavior as Seen
in Intergenerational Exchange Activities :
Considered from Records of Student Observation

This paper is the first step in a consideration of the fundamental question “Why is intergen-
erational exchange between children and the elderly necessary?”—a topic identified from a
hands-on program for students in a course for childcare workers, in which they learned about
practical interaction with children and the elderly simultaneously. It employs the methodol-
ogy of dividing records of observation prepared by the students into those involving children
and the students and those involving children, the elderly, and the students together, and
using KH Coder to extract words from these. The students’ records were reanalyzed using
verbs that indicated children’s actions, from lists showing the words’ frequencies of appear-
ance, as clues. The results showed that use of forms indicating demands or desires, such as —
shiyo (“let’s . . .”) or —shitai (“I want to . . .”), was pronounced between children and
students. At the same time, the children’s statements oshietai (“I want to teach . . .”) and
misetai (“I want to show . . .”) provided a glimpse of an inherent concern for the elderly,
suggesting the presence of altruistic feelings. On the other hand, between children and the
elderly, altruistic actions such as those expressed by sagasu (“to search”), mitsukeru (“to
find”), and oshieru (“to teach”) could be identified, as the children attempted to show things

to the elderly participants.
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