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Child-care support to facilitate mother-child interaction during play :
Changes in the mother-child relation

This study attempted to clarify how mother-child relationships change as a result of child-
care support provided during play. We focused on mothers’ interactions with their child dur-
ing play in a child-care support room where a supporter organized the play area and was pre-
sent during play sessions. Observation data of 155 mother-child pairs were recorded by KH

coder.

The results showed that mothers changed how they used distance and voice with their
child, depending on the child’s development. Mothers cuddled the child as the supporter in-
teracted with the child during play and performed the activities suggested by the supporter.

The findings suggest that supporters need to set up the play environment according to the
child’s development and explain the meaning and relevance of the play to mothers. The re-
sults showed that these two factors significantly strengthened the positive mother-child rela-

tionship.
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