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Study on the Mechanism and Effects of Social Capital Building by PTA
Activities among Parents: Analysis by Trajectory Equifinality Model

This study seeks to clarify the mechanism and effects of social capital building among
parents, to whom parent-teacher association (PTA) activities are targeted.

Nine PTA officers in Saitama prefecture’s Tokorozawa Municipal A elementary school
participated in semi-structured interviews of about 60 minutes each from October to
December 2015. All dialogue was recorded on digital voice recorders. A written,
verbatim record was also obtained and a Trajectory Equifinality Model (TEM) was
performed. In this study, we regard “development of generativity” as the capture point
for experience and cognition, which are the “before and after” in an individual’s
development as parents.

Social capital building brought about by targeted PTA activities were classified into
four categories: social capital between protector, school, region, and home.

Our study findings suggest that PTA activities contribute to various educational
effects, including improved academic achievement and reduction in problematic

behaviors of children.
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