FREFCENIZEQ)  fF%e ) — b
IR DR IR
—BHLEERBTLTOABEHER—

b OB E FV

The Infants’ Feeling of Safety
—Anthropological Views on Mothers and Child Care Workers—

Currently, many infants spend about half a day in child care centers with child care
workers. However, it is not always that the center and workers are familiar to the
infant and mother. Therefore, the infant and his/her mother may feel anxious about
being in a child care center.

Using anthropological concepts, this paper aims to clarify that the fundamental
principle of infant care and education is providing a feeling of safety to infants, and this
feeling is supported considering its mother as well as child care workers.

Originally, an unfamiliar room that can make an infant cry and can seem dangerous
to him/her. Therefore, being in such a strange place as a child care center, the infant
may not feel safe. Because of his/her physical weakness, the infant needs to feel safe. If
the infant feels safe, he/she is able to move freely and learn actively. Hence, it is
important for a mother to develop the feeling of safety in her child at home as well as at
the child care center in cooperating with the child care workers.
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