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Educational Significance of the Iroha Uta

The “Iroha uta” is the textbook which Tadayoshi Shimazu who was lord of Satsuma
feudal clan created using Japanese alphabet 47 characters. In contents of the “Iroha
uta” , there are many things which were quoted from Confucianism, Buddhism, Shinto.
The samurais of Satsuma feudal clan in the 16th century were not able to study at all
as war continued every day. As a result, most of them were no longer able to read and
write characters. Tadayoshi Shimazu who was concerned about such situation created
the “Iroha uta” that anyone could understand contents immediately if heard it. The
“Iroha uta” became the Bible of Satsuma feudal clan. And the “Iroha uta” has a lot of
contents which we can use in the modern society.
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Changes in the Work Commitment of Junior College Students
in Childcare Education Courses: A Longitudinal Study

For students leaving home for the first time, work commitment becomes a major
factor that can determine their employability. Thus, this study empirically illustrated
changes in work commitment from the time students enter junior college through to
graduation. Specifically, commitment regarding childcare work was longitudinally
examined for 993 junior college students in early childhood care and education courses.
The statistical analysis was conducted using structural equation modeling (SEM). We
also assessed the relationship between feelings of fitness and work commitment in
childeare education.

The results of the SEM suggested that: (1) commitment at the start of junior college
positively influenced commitment at graduation; and (2) students’ feelings of fitness
when they entered junior college had a positive effect on commitment in both periods.
This indicates that it is essential to have support that focuses on work commitment in
childcare worker training courses. Consideration based on these results is added from
the viewpoint of psychosocial meaning and research topics in the future were shown.
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Study for Introduction of Social Skill Training to Home Parenting

The purpose of this study is to explore the possibilities of Social Skill Training,

Second-Step Program, to home parenting.

In these days children are having difficulties of communication with others. One of
the reasons is a lack of the opportunities for learning how to communicate with others
in a community and a family. Second-Step Program isthe education program for social
skill training, and it is for younger ages (from 4 years old). This program is useful for
learning communication and prevention of violence.

According to the gquestionnaires, parents are having difficulties to teach children
about communication with others, especially through emotions. And they are interested
in the program of transporting emotions and communications. Though the Second Step
Program is developed for the educational institutions, it is a difficult to introduce the
program to the home parenting. One possibility is to introduce the essences of Second-
Step Program to the home parenting, so that through parents, children can learn the

social skills to communicate with others.
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Investigation of Painting Program That Uses V.Gogh ' La Chambre de Van Gogh & Arles'

in this study, I developed the examination of the educational practice program that
uses "La Chambre de Van Gogh a Arles" and clarified that meaning. The drawing
activities to which the art work is taken is planned based on a current research about
the outlines for children. I think the art to be a more natural, more familiar activity,
and proposed the new educational practice that can be done even at the child care site

and home.
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Parent’'s Thought about Increasing Motivation in Children

This study aims to find out what is important in order to increase motivation in

children.

My findings suggest that in order to increase motivation in children, it is necessary
for them to feel deep acceptance from their parents or guardians; namely, 1t is
significant to have a close parent/child relationship.

Besides, their parents are also thinking that

an educational policy , pressure of their

parents, rewards and an environment are important in order to increase motivation in

children.
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